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more independent of the parties than ever. He turned to other
nations less in anger at their refusal to help Germany than in
sorrow at their plight and appealed for a union which would save
the world. The irony of appealing for world union when he had
just confessed that national unity was impossible, escaped him
completely.
The result of the no-confidence division was eminently satis-
factory. Five Populists refused to obey orders and voted for the
government which defeated the motion by 295 votes to 270. The
"National Front" rose to its united feet, declared it had no further
interest in the proceedings and stalked majestically out of the
Reichstag. The Reichstag rump sighed with relief and prorogued
itself until February of next year. But if the "National Front"
was silent, Hitler—still be it remembered an alien—took upon
himself to admonish the chancellor and his own allies in an "open
letter" which was not one of his best efforts. According to the
Leader the chancellor mistook the situation. The real situation
was that the country was approaching the last act in the battle
between National Socialism and Communism. The bourgeois
parties were feebly hanging about the battlefield and getting in
the way of the combatants. However highly he respected the
chancellor personally he felt that it was his duty to clear the lists
by getting rid of the government. Some days later the party
repeated the success of Hamburg in Hesse where they wiped out
aWeimar coalition,reducing the non-confessional bourgeois parties
to one representative each. They had polled 37 per cent of the
votes; the 51 per cent was coming nearer. At the end of the year
the unemployment figures passed the five million mark, and on
December 23 the reparations conference which for weeks had
been debating at Basel agreed on recommending that the repara-
tions problem should be re-examined, the state of necessity
mentioned in the Young plan having arisen.
And so 193I, a year of bitter anxiety, ended, but in a way
that must have made many Germans despair of their country.
Other nations had alike been involved in crisis and were now
in considerably better heart than they had been; even the new,
the raw nations, the uncivilized nations, in desperate plight as

